‘““What we seek then is indepen- 
dence and _ self- determination 
within the country of Canada.This | 

iswhat we mean when we call 


for a just land settlement for the 


Dene Nation.”’ . 
—from the Dene Declaration. 


, 


MEER e355. 


The Dene Declaration—a statement of rights endorsed by 250 native delegates—is passed unanimously at Fort Simpson, NWT, July, 197 
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The Inquiry Film, a 90-minute documentary-style film which follows the course of the 


FPOLARPAM i at ke Mackenzie Valley pipeline hearings with footage of the hearings interspersed with 
: ‘Northern Frontier, Northern Homeland: The Report of the Mackenzie interviews of the participants, including Dene, northern whites, and spokesmen for 
Valley Pipeline Inquiry, Vol.1. The report of Mr. Justice Thomas Bergeris the pipeline companigs. Available from United Church audio-visual depots across 

aclearly written, readable document with scores of photographs and a summarized Canada and from CANEC, 47 Coldwater Rd., Don Mills, Ont. 


_ introduction covering the major points and recommendations. Available from books- 
tores and from Printing and Publishing, Supply and Services Canada, Ottawa,Ont., 


The Dene, Land and Unity for the Native People of the Mackenzie Valley, a booklet 
published by the Dene which looks at the history of the Mackenzie region, explains the 
land claim and gives the full text of the Dene Declaration. Available free from South- 
ern Support Group, 102 Bank St., Ottawa, Ont. ; 


Don’tassume the battle isover. The summer monthsare the most crucialin terms 
of public support for the Berger recommendations. 


Letters in support of the moratorium and the Dene should be brief, factual and 
assertive. Use the material in this ISSUE. Write to your MP, and to Energy Minis- 
ter Alastair Gillespie and to Indian Affairs and Northern Development Minister 
Warren Allmand. State your position clearly and ask for a reply. 


Together Today for our Children Tomorrow, a booklet published by the Council of 
Yukon Indians which looks at the history of the Yukon native people. and explains the 
Yukon land claim. Available free from Project North, 154 Glenrose Ave., Toronto, 


Ont., 14T 1Ks. ae 
A personal phone call or visit to your MP is an excellent way of showing your 


Opposition to the pipeline. It’s best to goin small groups, having propared your- 


Moratorium: Justice, Energy, the North and the Native People, Hugh and Karmel 
selfon the issue beforehand. 


McCullum and John Olthuis, The Anglican Book Centre, 600 Jarvis St., Toronto. 
Written by members of Project NorthandThe Committee for Justice and Liberty, this book 
explores the patterns and forces which underlie the reckless over-consumption of 
energy by industrialized nations. A moratorium on a Mackenzie Valley Pipeline in the 
North is needed not only for social, environmental and economic reasons but because 
our society needs time to re-think our fundamental direction and formulate a just 
national energy policy. Available from bookstores. $4.50. 


Join with thousands of other Canadians from Halifax to Victoria in events, con- 
ferences and meetings in response to the Berger Report and in favour of the 
moratorium on pipeline development until land claims are settled. Initiate a 
discussion of the issue in your church union or service group. Create your own 
local coalition ifnone exists. There are pro-moratorium support groups in most 
regions of the country. For more information contact: 


BRITISH COLUMBIA—Rev. Wes Maultsaid, B.C. Inter-Church Committee on Development Education, 
150 Robson St., Vancouver, B.C. V6B 2A7 
ALBERTA— Mary Humphrey, Alberta Energy Coalition, 10250-121st St., Edmonton, Alta. TSN 1K7 
SASKATCHEWAN—Colin Stuart, Catholic Centre, 100-5th Ave. North, Saskatoon, Sask., S7K 3E5 
_ —Wilma Staff, Inter-Church Energy Committee, Knox-Metropolitan Church, 
Lorne and Victoria St., Regina, Sask 
MANITOBA—Marge Beaucage, Dene Support Committee,1, St. John Bosco Centre, 87 Isabe} St., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3A 1E8 
ONTARIO—Leith Peterson, Committee in Support of Native Concerns, 1467 Richmond St., London, 
Ontario, N6G 2M2 ; 
—Marie Nuss, Metro Toronto Action for Moratorium, 291 Lenel Crt., Toronto, Ont. i 
QUEBEC—Rev. Ernest Schibbli, 220 Summervale Gardens, Pointe Claire, P.Q. 
NEW BRUNSWICK—Linda Berry Holliwell, 31 Wagoners Lane, Apt. 2, Fredericton, N.B. 
NOVA SCOTIA—John Kearnery, Task Force for Justice in the North, 1546 Barrington St., Halifax, N.S. 
—Allison Turnbull, Industrial Cape Breton Council of Churches, Box 445, Sydney, N.S. 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND—Mary Boyd, Social Action Committee, P.O. Box 1689, Charlottetown, 
PE.1.,C1A7N4 
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ISSUE 12: Land For the Future; Native Land Claims,a previous ISSUE which ex- 
amined native land claims in various areas of the country with an analysis of some large 
resource development schemes including the Mackenzie Valley pipeline. Available 
from Research and Resource in Social Issues, United Church of Canada, 85 St. Clair 
Ave., E., Toronto, M4T 1 M8. Individual copies free. 


CJL Newsletter, A Special Commentary on the Berger Report. Available from Com- 
mittee for Justice and Liberty, 229 College St., Toronto, Ont., M5T 1R4. Copies $.05 
each. The CJL Newsletter isan excellent source of current debate on the energy 
issue and the pipeline in particular, Subscriptions $5 per year. 


For more information from the pipeline applicants, send inquiries to: 
Canadian Arctic Gas Pipeline Ltd., Commerce Court Postal Statation, P.O. Box 139, 
Toronto, Ont., M5L 1E2. 
Foothills Pipe Lines Ltd., P.O. Box 9083, 205 Fifth Ave., SW, Calgary, Alta., 


T2P 2W4. PROJECT NORTH isan inter-church project on northern development supported 


by major Canadian churches. Itisstaffed by Hugh and Karmel McCullum and seeks to 
support the native peoples of Canada in their struggles for just land claims. There 
may be groups or individuals active in your community that are not listed here. By 
contacting any of the above or by writing Project Northat 154Glenrose Ave., Toronto, 
Ont., youcan get more information on regional activities and action over the summer. 


Paying the Piper. How working people are saddled with the debt from huge resource 
development projects while the banks and corporate ‘pipers’ call the tune. Available 
from Gatt-Fly, 11 Madison Ave., Toronton, Ont. M5R 2S2at $1.00. 
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PRESSURE ON THE YUKON 
While Berger's report may have temporarily stunned 
See Ee ahoe otc Allsve.Coneds HIpE ey t Alcan) 
route relatively unscathed. What was originally little more than 

a last-ditch effort to counter the powerful Arctic Gas consor- 

tium has now emerged as a serious contender. The govern- 

ment, caught in a squeeze between US demands for a speedy 
decision and the need to appear to have examined fairly all 
pipeline proposals, has announced at the eleventh hour an in- 
quiry into the social and economic impact on the Yukon of the 

Alcan line. 

Chaired by Kenneth Lysyk, Dean of Law at the University of 

British Columbia, the inquiry is to run forthree months—May 
1 to August 1—and will have about 36 hearing days. By con- 
trast, Judge Berger's inquiry ran for three years and had 18 
months of hearings. Even allowing for the fact that industrial 
deyelopmentis farther advanced in the Yukon, the Lysyk in- 
quiry is absurdly and shamefully brief. 

Critics view the three-month time-line as the clearest indica- 
tion yet of Ottawa's willingness to be stampeded into a decision 
by the US. 

Like the Dene in the Mackenzie Valley, representatives of the 
6000 nativesin 12 communities sprinkled through the Yukon 
have also spoken against a pipeline until the question of native 
land claims is resolved. The Council of Yukon Indians (CY) is 
unequivocally opposed to any pipeline across the 
environmentally-fragile northern Yukon. They also oppose 

construction in the southern Yukon—the route of the Alcan 
pipeline— until land claims have been settled and implemented. 
Although claims may be settled in principle this summer, it will 
likely be 1983 before a final agreement is reached. Another 
four years minimum will be required to bring the terms of ag- 
reement into operation. In a recent National Energy Board 
(NEB) sububmission, the CYI stated bluntly: 

We will continue to oppose pipeline construction and in the 

event one is authorized by the federal government before the 

settlement and implementation of our land claims, we will 

muster our collective resources and fully utilize these re- 

sources in complete opposition to the construction of a 

pipeline. If this opposition means use of the courts, we will use 

the courts. If this opposition means physical protest, then we 

shall physically protest. But we shall not compromise our cur- 

rent position until our land claims have been implemented. 

Delaying or postponing a Mackenzie Valley Pipeline and opt- 

ing forthe Foothills’ Alcan proposal willshiftthe confrontation 
from one native organization to another. Yukon natives have 
already experienced much of the social upheaval and destruc- 
tion that their Dene brothers fear. 

The Yukon natives view their land claims in the same way as 
the Dene—as the key toa self-reliant future where they will be 
able to direct and control their own resources for the social and 
economic well-being of their people. According toa CYI hand- 
book, Indian people want to be able “to take part in northern 
development, to be able to stop northern deyelopment or to 
not take partinit.” The land claim isthe critical point on which 
their future hinges. It means “equal participation in 
planning...and a chance to determine the nature and rate of 
development” in the Yukon. 

Recent statements by key government actors in the pipeline 
debate have put the Alcan routeand inquiry under more public 
scrutiny. House leader McEachen's statement that the Com- 
mons would debate a northern gas pipeline in July undercut 
Dean Lysyk’s inquiry completely—since he is not even 
scheduled to finish until August 1. 

Energy Minister Alastair Gillepie recently confounded en- 
vironmentalists and natives. He reinforced the conviction of 
many people that the Lysyk Inquiry is no more than window 
dressing; when flying over part of the proposed Alcan route 
near the present Dempster Highway he commented: “I don't 
see why there should be any environmental problems when 
there has already been a highway built.” Asaresult, the Yukon 
Environmental Association threatened to withdraw com- 
pletely unless the government guaranteed it would take the 
hearings seriously. Pressure is mounting for an in-depth 
Berger-style inquiry into the Yukon leg of the Alcan pipeline. 

The great fearis that both native rights and Yukon environ- 
ment will be trampelled in any government decision to avoid 
the politically-hot Mackenzie Valley lineand swing toa virtually 
unknown Alcan route. 


NATIVE LAND CLAIMS 
Because we are beginning to be aware of oppression in our 
own lives as the result of the uncontrolled and excessive 
drive for economic growth and expansion, and because we 
have begun to identify our participation in demanding 
growth and expansion— 
we (1) are learning from the Native people that abuse of 
land and rapacious use of natural resources are 
immoral; 
(2) are beginning to appreciate the spiritual, as well as 
the economic relationships between people and land; 
(3) are able to appreciate the desire of the Native people 
to insist upon the non-extinguishment of titles; 
THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVEDTHAT 
(1) we endorse the right of the Native people to help 
shape the kind of regional development which is taking 
place in the land to which they lay claim; 
(2) we support the right of Native people to have their 
land claims heard and settled fairly and without the 
threat of massive developments; 
(3) we support the Native people in their call for a 
moratorium on major resource development projects 
until the land claims are settled, with the understanding 
that the moratorium is region by region. 
Statement adopted April, 1977, by the Division of Mis- 
sion in Canada of the United Church of Canada sup- 
porting the native people in their call for just land 
claims and the right to a moratorium until their claims 
are settled to their satisfaction. 


CORPORATE AGENDAS: 
CHOICES FOR TENS NORTE! 


@ Canadian Arctic Gas 

The 48 inch diameter pipeline proposed by Canadian 
Arctic Gas Pipelines Ltd., (CAGPL)—a US-dominated 
consortium of companies backed by the huge multina- 
tionals Exxon, Gulfand Shell—would pump American 
and Canadian gas from the far north down the Mack- 
enzie River Valley and south to existing pipelines at 
Edmonton. One branch would extend along the north- 
ern edge of the Yukon into Alaska to collect American 
gas from Prudhoe Bay. Another would collect Cana- 
dian gas from the Mackenzie Delta. 


TIMETABLE 

The Canadian Arctic Gas route is essentially designed 
to deliver American gasto American markets. The plan 
therefore hinges on a schedule dictated by the US. 
President Carter is to decide on the best way to carry 
Alaskan gas to American markets by September I, this 
year. The US Congress must give its final approval by 
December 1. 

The fate of the Arctic Gas line must be decided this 
summer. The Americans, after the disastrous natural 
gas shortages of the past winter, are desperate for gas 
and will delay no longer. CAGPL has insisted on the 
urgent need for a pipeline down the Mackenzie Valley. 
Spokesmen for the consortium have repeatedly stated 
that native land claims should not be allowed to post- 
pone the project; that Canada should not be “held hos- 
tage” by a few thousand Indians. CAGPL is under the 
gun. Failure to get permission to build their pipeline by 
this September would torpedo the $10-billion plus pro- 
ject. 


Alcan Pipeline Project 

Again, a pipeline to deliver American gas to American 
markets. The Alcan Pipeline—backed by Foothills 
Yukon Ltd. (a subsidiary of Foothills Ltd. Calgary), 
Westcoast Transmission Ltd. of Vancouver and the 
US-owned Northwest Pipeline Corp., of Salt Lake 
City—would run from Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, down the 
trans-Alaskan corridor to Fairbanks, where it would fol- 
low the Alaska-Canada Highway (i.e. Alcan) across the 
southern Yukon to British Columbia and into Alberta. 
From there, existing pipelines would channel gas into 
the American west and mid-west. Alcan has also prop- 
osed an additional spur line which would cut north 
from the Alaska-Canada Highway along the partially 
completed Dempster Hishway (which will run eventu- 
ally from Dawson, Yukon to Fort McPherson in the 
NWT) and into the Mackenzie Delta to tap Canadian 
gas deposits. 


THE AMERICAN SCHEDULE 


“The riskis in Canada, The urgency is inthe United States.” 
—Berger Report 


The United States will wait no longer for its Alaskan gas re- 
serves. The panic of the natural gas shortages of the last winter 
has confirmed in the minds of the US governmentand Ameri- 
can business interests the need for immediate access to Alaskan 
frontier gas. 

Although large compared to Mackenzie Delta/ Beaufort Sea 
reserves, Alaskan gas will scarcely dent the apparently limitless 
American energy appetite. Prudhoe Bay reserves—about 26 
trillion cubic feet—will add about four per cent to available US 
gassupplies; enough tosupply currentAmerican demands for only one 
year. 

President Carter, by order of the US Congress, has until Sep- 
tember | to make a decision on the transport of Alaskan gas 
to the lower 48. He may also request a 90-day extension on his 
decision. Without this delay, Congress will have final legislation 
in gear by the end of the year. 

Carter will be influenced in his decision by the Federal Power 
Commission (FPC), whose four commissioners recently split 
two apiece for Arctic Gasand Alcan. Indications are that Arctic 
Gas still has strong US backing. Both US energy czar James 
Schlesinger and Vice-President Walter Mondale have spoken 
in favour of CAGPL. Although both routes use Canadian 
geography, there appears to be little concern that this might 

jeopardize the security of US energy supplies. The ultimate 
financial control will rest, after all,in American hands. 


Mr. Justice Berger listens to both Natives and whites at Inquiry hearings, Ingamo Hall, Inuvik, NWT. 


TIMETABLE 

The dark horse of the pipeline race, Alcan appears tobe 
gaining credibility by leaps and bounds. The Alcan line 
was a last ditch attempt by Foothills to satisfy American 
demands for an overland route for Alaskan gas. The 
Alcan route has even less to offer Canada than the Arctic Gas 
route. It is in no one’s national interest but the 
Americans. However, we will take all the risks. At stake 
are the rights of Canadian natives in the Yukon, the 
sovereignty of Canadian territory and the environment 
ofa unique northern landmass. 

Alcan Chairman Robert Blair says his group is willing 
to wait until Yukon land claims are settled. The claims 
are expected to be settled, in principle, this summer. 
However, the Council of Yukon Indians (CY1I) isadam- 
ant that there will be no talk about pipelines until ail 
details of the land claimare settled and prutinto practice. They 
estimate that process will take a minium of ten years. 
Alcan would like to have its line operating by 1983. 

But, a decision in favour of the Alcan route priortoa 

final land claim settlement would severely prejudice the 

bargaining position of the Yukon native people. It 
would leave them to negotiate the fine points while 
bulldozers idle in the wings. 


@ Foothills “Maple Leaf” Pipeline 

A 42-inch, 850-mile natural gas pipeline to run from 
the Mackenzie Delta down the Mackenzie River Valley 
and into Alberta. The line would carry Canadian gas 
only, from the Mackenzie Delta and offshore Beaufort - 
Sea regions. The “maple leaf” line—so-called because 
ofitsall-Canadian content—is alsoa project of Foothills . 
Pipeline Ltd. in concert with Westcoast Transmission 
Led. 


TIMETABLE 

The Foothills consortium says it will wait for a native 
land claims settlementin the NWT before it builds its 
“maple leaf” line. As magnanimous as that sounds, 
there are two more compelling reasons for Foothills to 
delay itsall-Canadian route. The mainone isthere simply 
hasn't been enough gas discoveredtin the Delta to justify a 
pipeline economically. (About 6.5 trillion cubic feet have 
been proven so far while estimates place the financial 
break-even point at 16 tcf) In addition, if Foothills 
were granted approval for the Alcan route, it would be 
up toits financial hiltand would likely need 10-15 years 
before it could afford the “maple leaf” line. 

The fate of Foothills all-Canadian line depends on 
the fate of the two other competing lines—the Alcan 
route and the Arctic Gas route. If Arctic Gasis selected, 
then the Foothills’ Mackenzie line is dead. If Alcan gets 
the nod, Foothills could either bring Canadian gas to 
market via the separate Mackenzie line or by a short 
connecting line from the Delta tothe Alcan pipeline ata 
later date. 


Even if both trans-Canada routes for Alaskan gas were 
dumped, the Americans would hardly be cut-off from their re- 
sources. A third proposal—the all-American El Paso route- 
—has been in the mix all along. The Houston-based El Paso 
Natural Gas Co. plans to constructa pipeline down the Alaskan 
oil pipeline corridor from Prudhoe Bay to the ice-free port of 
Valdez on the south coast. From there the gas would be frozen 
and shipped by liquified natural gas tankers (LNG) down the 
BC coast to California, This solution, too, will run into vocal 
opposition from determined environmentalists, fishermen 
and native people on Canada’s west coast. LNG tankersare still 
a relatively new technology. They may not leave oil spills, but 
there is considerable concern about potential explosions. For 
example, communities onthe northeast Adanticcoastinthe US 
have refused to allow LNG unloading facilities to be built, with 
the result that an LNG terminal is being promoted heavily in 
New Brunswick, about ten miles outside St. John. 


THE FEDERAL AGENDA 


STEP ONE: 
The first volume of the Berger Mackenzie Valley Pipeline In- 
quiry was released May 9. The precedent-setting exercise in 
favour of the natives and the public interest hasa high profile. 
But, there is a tremendous head of built-up steam in both gov- 
ernment and business circles pushing the country in the direc- 
tion ofa Mackenzie Valley pipeline. 

The federal government, although it commissioned the 
unique, three-year inquiry has absolutely no legal obligation 
toadoptany of Judge Berger's recommendations. 


. 


REPORT: 4\ NEW DEPARTURE 


orges Erasmus, President of the Indian Brotherhood of the NWT, Laying the oil pipeline in Alaska. Note sideboom tractors and gravel-haul road beside the right-of- 


AN ECONOMIC WALILOP 


The petroleum industry hassupplemented its gassupply 
argument by saying that the $10 billion plus Mackenzie 
Valley Pipeline will be the boost needed to get a stagger- 
ing Canadian economy back on its feet again. But, what 
would be the real economic costs of such a momentous 
project in the long run? And who would end up paying 
the bill? 


@ ArcticGas says the project will aid Canada’s serious bal- 
ance of payments problems by substituting cheaper 
Delta gas for expensive oil from the Arab nations. Arc- 
tic Gas estimates that by bringing gas down from the 
Areticto offsét OPECimports, the balance of payments 
would be improved by approximately $16 billion overa 
25-year period. 

However, according tothe NEB testimony of Univer- 
sity of British Columbia economistst John Helliwell, 
producers have overestimated both the costand extent of 
Mackenzie reserves. Cheaper non-frontier gas will 
meet our requirements to the late 1990's. “Any hookup 
of Delta gas earlier than the 1990's would entail a sub- 
stantial reduction in new Canadian benefits, because 
the Delta gasisnow much more expensive than the gasit 
would replace in domestic markets,” Prof. Helliwell 
writes. “Total economic benefits in the absence of ex- 
panded natural gas exports, are greatest when the 
pipeline is deferred to 1995 orlater.” 


A northern gas pipeline will mean further debt for 
Canada. Cost estimates of $8 billion to $10 billion have 
been criticized as unrealistically low. (The Aleyeska oil 
pipeline in Alaska started off at $800 million and will 
endoyer$8billion—aten-foldincrease). Billions would 
have to be borrowed from foreign money markets- 
—mostly American—adding increased weight to an 
already crushing foreign debt. Our net foreign debt 
from all sources stood at $48.5 billion atthe end of 1976. 
Canada is one of the top borrowers in international 
money markets. Last year we paid out $2.56 billion just 
to service that debt, Our external borrowing in 1976 
accounted for 22 percent of the GNP and equalled 89 
percent of total Canadian exports. Further borrowing 
will: 

a) Keep the Canadian economy artificially buoyant 

and make Canadian manufactured goods less com- 


STEPTWO: ~ 
The report of the National Energy Board (NEB) is the other 
major piece of evidence which the government must consider, 
The NEB—a nine-member board which oversees national 
energy decisions—has had a three-man panel judging the vari- 
ous pipeline applicants for the past 14 months. The NEB'sjobis 
to determine whether or nota pipeline is needed, and then, if 
the decision is favourable, to determine which one of the com- 
peting routes is best for delivering Delta gas to southern Cana- 
dian markets. However, there is considerable doubt the NEB 
would ever decideagainst a pipeline. Even Energy Minister Gil- 
lespie is not above circumscribing the NEB's powers. Before it 
had submitted its report, Gillespie said “the question is not 
whether a pipeline will be built, but what route will be chosen.” 

The NEB has heard from public interest groups and native 
organizations on all aspects of the pipeline. The Churches, 
through the ecumenical Project North, presented evidence, as 
did Bishop Remi De Roo ofthe Canadian Catholic Conference and 
Archbishop Edward Scott of the Anglican Church of Canada. In 
his testimony Archbishop Scott urged a moratorium on the 
pipeline and stressed the need for “new sets of values to create 
the new social and economic structures that will lead us into a 
less materialistically-oriented society.” He called for “alterna- 
tive patterns of resource development so that caring, sparing 
and sharing become a truly human reality.” 

The NEB finished itshearings May 18andis expected to pre- 
sentits report to Cabinet July 1. 


STEP THREE: 

At that point, the decision will be in the hands of the 
Cabinet—most directly Indian Affairs and Northern De- 
velopment Minister Warren Allmand, Energy Minister Alas- 
tair Gillespie and Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau. Both Mr, 
Trudeau and Mr. Gillespie have indicated their willingness to 
integrate Canada into acontinentalist energy policy. Allthree men 
are acutely aware of the time pressures of the US decision- 
making machinery. Mr. Trudeau has stated that Ottawa will 
pulloutall the stops to makea decision before the US deadline. 
Ina recent Washington sojourn, the Prime Minister allegedly 


—Abrsta 


way. 


petitive in world markets, Our relatively high priced 
goods will mean fewer exports and even less chance 
for Canadian manufacturers to get established. It 
will also mean fewer stable jobs. 

b) Put more pressure on our non-renewable re- 
source sector— mining, forestry, petroleam—to 
make up for the slack in manufacturing and to pay 
our debt service charges. The Canadian economy, 
already weak arid immature, would become even 
more one dimensional. 

c) Stimulate inflation and increase demand, thereby 
pushing up the cost of living for all Canadians while 
improving the living standards of a minority: the 
banks, corporate investors, the transnational oiland 
gas producers, and the pipeline consortium itself. 


@ The pipeline would stoke inflation. Billions would be 
borrowed from Canadian banks and private Cana- 
dian investors. Pressure on bank reserves would force 
the Bank of Canada to increase the money supply 
adding to inflation. There would be less money avail- 
able for overall investment in important areas of the 
economy. Other human needs would have to wait- 
—like housing, public transportation, health care, 
and other kinds of social spending. 


Arctic Gas wants financial backstopping guarantees from 
the Federal government. Foothills would likely request 
the same for either the Alcan or Maple Leaf lines. In 
effect, ArcticGasis saying the projectistoobigand too 
risky for private corporations. So, they want the goy- 
ernment to stand behind the project to calm jittery 
investors. The Canadian publicisbeing asked tostand 
ready to meet debt service paymentsto mainly foreign 
investorsand to cover costoverruns to build a pipeline 
whose major purpose is to provide American gas to 
American markets. 

According to a financial report prepared by 
FENCO Consultants Ltd., for the Department of 
Energy, Mines and Resources, costoverruns ina worst 
case sijuation could double the $10 billion cost of the 
Arctic "Gas route. Other massive resource projects 
—James Bay Hydro and the Alaskan oil pipeline— 
have seen monumental cost escalation during their 
construction stage. Canadians might have to pick up 
75 per centof the tab over the original estimates. 


quipped he didn’t want “to be in a position to embarass” 
President Carter over the pipeline. 

In London after the Berger Report's release, Trudeau with- 
out having read it, commented that Canada could not delay its 
decision. It would “unconscionable” not to make a decision be- 
fore the American limit of September 1, he told reporters. 

The simple response to that statementis, “WHY?” 

The Canadian public should be rightly outraged by the 
Prime Minister's comments. As a sovereign nation, are we not 
entitled to make a decision in our time and for our own needs? 


PARLIAMENT 
& THE PIPELINE 


What will be the role of Parliament in the largest, most expen- 
sive resource development in Canadian history? For all intents 
and purposes, it appears that democratic decision-making 
chamber will be virtually powerless. 

House leader Allan MacEachen says there will be a debate in 
the House of Commons, even if MP's have to sit during the 
usual summer recess. However, the parliamentary debate will 
be restricted because the actual decision on whether to approve a 
pipeline will still be made by Cabinet. 

The House willnot be allowed to vote on whether weneed the 
pipeline, but on whatever legislation is introduced to oversee 
the construction and operation of the line. There will be a de- 
bate, but the voice of Parliament in the final decision will be 
effectively muted. 

In addition, Ottawa is once again being close-mouthed and 
secretive on the information it allows into the public domain. 
Both the NEB report and the private reports on financing the 
pipeline commissioned by the Department of Energy, Mines 
and Resources will remain classified. How can we evaluate the 
puzzle without all the parts? 

The Conservatives and the NDP are pressing the Govern- 
mentfora full disclosure ofallin formation relating tonorthern 
gas pipelines. The Cabinet has yet to budge on the vital freedom 
ofinformationissue, Ifthe Governmentisable tosidestepa full 
Parliamentary debate—by making the decision through 
Cabinet fiat—there willbe little difficulty passing the legislation 


The Supply Question: 
Do We Need The Gas? 


There are about 6.5 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of proven 
natural gas reserves in the Mackenzie Delta. The major 
producers—Shell, Gulf and Imperial—onginally con- 
tracted 100 per cent of their reserves for export to the 
U.S. Now, ofthe 6.5 tcf, only 1.4 tcf have been allocated 
by producers to Canadian markets. That's enough for 
about one year’s supply at present demand levels. 


Over the last three years, the demand for natural gasin 
Canada has levelled off while the supply from conyen- 
tional areas in southern Canada has increased. There is 
currently a glut of unsold gas in western Canada. 
Producers’ estimates of gas potential in Alberta, B.C. 
and Saskatchewan range from 55 tcfto 100tef. Atcur- 
rent consumption rates, even low estimates would be 
sufficient fornearly 40 years of domesticconsumption. 


Despite talk of energy shortages and the desperate 
need for frontier gas, Canada still continues toexport40 per 
cent of our natural gas production to the United States. We 
have committed forexportto the US from southern gas 
fields more than twice the amount of gas that has been 
discovered to date in the Mackenzie Delta. The last | 
major discovery was made in the Delta over three years 
ago. 


through a compliant Liberal majority in the House. The Libet- 
als have used closure before to push through a pipeline 
Memories of the 1957 Trans-Canada Pipeline debate are still 
fresh in many minds. 


POLAR GAS 


Another huge northern pipeline project waits quietly in the 
wings while the eyes of the Canadian public remain fixed onthe 
drama in the Mackenzie Valley. Exploration for oil and gas in 
the high Arctic islands has proceeded with greater but less 
well-known success than the stubborn Mackenzie Delta fields 

The six-member Polargas consortium includes 
Petro-Canada, the government-owned oil company; Panarctic 
Oils Ltd., 45 per centowned by Petro-Can; Tenneco Oils Ltd.,a 
huge American multinational; Pacific Lighting and Deyelop- 
ment Co., US-owned; Ontario Energy Corporation, run by the 
Ontario government and TransCanada Pipeline Co., the pri- 
vate corporation which has a monopoly on the largest natural 
gas distribution system east of Alberta. 

After toying with various alternate ways of piping gas from 
the high Arctic and into the factories ahd homes of southern 
Canada and the US, the Polargas consortium selected a route 
which hopscotches across the Arctic islands into the Keewatin 
District of the Northwest Territories, down the west shore of 
Hudson's Bay, through the north-east tip of Manitoba and into 
northern Ontario. 

The 2300-mile pipeline is projected to cost nearly $9 billion. 
Already some 12.8 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of gas have been 
confirmed in the Arctic. The threshold level of 20 tcf may be 
reached by the summer of 1978. The consortium will submitits 
application to the National Energy Board this fall or winter. 

There is already opposition to the Polargas line among the 
Inuit of the Keewatin District of the NWT and the Indians of 
northwest Ontario. 

Like the Dene, the Inuit of Keewatin and the Cree and Ojib- 
way of northwest Ontario understand that the impact of a 
pipeline on their people would put in motion a process which 
would inevitably result in permanent social fragmentation. 
They, too, will want land claims settled before any large-scale 
resource project is initiated. Justice Berger's defense of the 
rights of the Dene of the NWT is easily transferable to both 
these native groups. Will they be allowed to choose for them- 
selves the ways and means of a future true to their own values 
and traditions? Or will they be the next victims of an industrial 
machine benton mangling those who would standin the path of 


“progress”? 


Q. Could you elaborate on your statement that “the questions of 
energy policy are not just technical and economic but are also 
social, moral and ethical?” 

A. “...Jesus was right when he said ‘what will it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?’ 
Man's:real need is an inner kind of security... 

Allover the globeand here in Canada we are hearing 
people from all walks of life saying “There is something 
radically wrong with the way we are living on earth 
today’. It may be that we have allowed such words as 
more, further, quicker and richer to become our 
watchword—part of our definition of ‘success’. It is be- 
coming increasingly clearer tome that to proceed along 
the path of our present patterns of maximizing 
economic growth without relating these decisions to a 
deeper understanding of man and human fulfillment 
can only lead us into social and moral chaos. 

Society should be focussing on the goal of helpingall 
human beings to discover a deep sense of meaning and 
purpose for themselves. Meaning and purpose can 
never develop in a vacuum. They have to relate to the 
culture within which a person lives. 

[believe that this issue of aboriginal rights issocrucial 
an issue that our response to it will be central in deter- 
mining the inner meaning of Canada asa nation.” 


—Excerpts from the evidence given by Edward Walter 
Scott, Archbishop and Primate, Anglican Church of 
Canada, before the National Energy Board, 1977. 


